@ SHEPHERD

HELPING THE BODY REACH PEOPLE
WHERE DIGITAL FORMATION IS ALREADY HAPPENING.

DARKNESS IS RACING
TOWARD OUR MOST

VULNERABLE.
WHY AREN'T WE?

EST. READING TIME - 5 MIN

A FIELD GUIDE TO DIGITAL FORMATION — AND THE SEARCH FOR THE ONES BEING PULLED UNDER
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THIS EXISTS.

THEY CALL IT 764.

A decentralized, transnational online-abuse r;,g,t-v\fork of
predators and violent extremists targets vulnerable minors —
turning escalating harm into status, leverage, and social
currency. 3
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SEXUAL EXPLOITATION - SELF-HARM - A‘NIIMAL CRUELTY - SUICIDE

This is not some distant dark-web abstraction.
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HOW COULD IT
GET THIS BAD?
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ONE KID.

Before the 764 network became global, Bradley was a kid being formed by many forces at once.

Bullying begins Family rupture
His mother reported church His parents separate; his mother
peers began bullying him around moves out.
REAL LIFE six. Bullying continued at school.
Church & faith Reported abuse School threat
Raised in church; a teacher He later told a psychologist a Athreat brings police and
recalled an early profession of peer abused him and showed probation — the system engaged.
faith. pornography.
~10 ~15
age—— O O ° o] o) o
child ~6 ~7 ~9-10 : ~13
First extreme gore Creates 764
ONLINE He later told a psychologist it Deep in gore communities, at fifteen
sickened him — he called his dad he starts a server and names it 764.
crying. He went back; the shock
faded.
@ RECORD /MULTI-SOURCE (Q SELF-REPORT <> WITNESS RECOLLECTION * ages approximate; sources vary

WHERE COULD HIS COURSE HAVE CHANGED?
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IT OUTGREW HIM. A

He was arrested and sentenced to eighty years. He was
removed.

764 — the child-exploitation network he started — was not.

764 persisted and splintered into copycat offshoots. The FBI's 2025 public
warning cited a sharp increase, with investigations reaching all 56 field
offices and hundreds of subjects nationwide.

Children remain the targets.

THE FOUNDER WAS REMOVED. THE NETWORK.KEPT FORMING.
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764 IS THE EXTREME.

THE MECHANISM ISN'T.

People enter communities carrying norms. They absorb

language, status, belonging, and behavior — then can carry :
that formation somewhere else. IR N ‘ 764

Now widen the field — the same mechanism runs far beyond 764.
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FORMATION DOESN'T WAIT FOR
MINISTRY.

No curriculum has to be assid’r‘re‘,d. People are
shaped, all the time, by peers, game e.at_é
music, memes, algorithms, porno
relationships, and truth. :

s

Every intentional ministry encounter enters a formation field already in
motion.
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IT DOESN'T LOOK DANGEROUS.

The outer edge looks ordinary — a joke, a meme, an
invite, a dare, a new friend.

Most pass by. Some get pulled closer.

Nothing at the edge looks like a trap.
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THE PULL GETS STRONGER.

Deception invites agreement. Agreement becomes
action. Action, repeated, becomes reinforcement.

As the pattern deepens, the next choice can feel
less free.

A lie gains power when we begin living as though it were true.
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WHO CAN ESCAPE?
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A LIFELINE CAN INTERRUPT T
PULL. '

Afriend. A parent. A mentor. A truth encountered
at the right time. A resource. A conversation.

A lifeline doesn’t have to complete the rescue to interrupt the fall.
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WHAT IF NO ONE IS THERE?

The pull doesn’t wait for an appointment.
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DARKNESS HAS BETTER DISTRIBUTION.

When no one is there, the pull still is.

Negative, high-arousal, transgressive material enjoys a
distribution advantage — cheap, ambient, always at
hand.

DARK FORMATION DOESN'T WAIT TO BE INVITED.

Not because darkness is spiritually stronger.
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DON'T LOSE HOPE.

This is exactly where light is meant to go.
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Truth. Grace. Testimony. Songs. Creators. Heal

communities. Relationships. The same network can

these.

FORMED PEOPLE FORM PEOPLE. .

N FIELD MODEL
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SCATTERED DOESN'T MEAN AB

The Body is already in the field — parents, friends,

churches, ministries, mentors, counselors, creators,
communities, resources.

G

THE BODY IS ALREADY THERE.
TOO OFTEN, THE LIFELINE ISN'T WITHIN REACH.

N FIELD MODEL
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THERE IS A BETTER WAY.

SHEPHERD

AN 2 - -

SEEK THE ONE SERVE THE NINETY-NINE CONNECT THE BODY
Get a lifeline to people in the moments that Help believers grow, withstand the Pull, and Connect people to the Body where the Spirit is
matter. bear the light. already at work.

God rescues. Shepherd serves.
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The goal isn't merely to escape darkness. It's to carry light into it.

Shepherd helps us notice, serve, and connect — people carﬁfthe mission. “i i

GO DEEPER - SEEKTHEONE - SERVE THE NINETY-NINE - CONNECT THE BODY
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